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Greeting and Notices

[Andrew:] Good morning.

[Michelle:] Good morning.

[Karen:] Good morning.

[Andrew:] Good to see you all. Are you enjoying the sunshine today, folks?
[Michelle:] Very definitely!

[Denise:] Yes

[Karen:] Yes

[Andrew:] Yes, good, isn't it.

[Michelle:] Did you enjoy the countdown music, Andrew?

[Andrew:] Do you know what? I was saying to Lindsey I was thinking I'm getting
into it.

[Michelle:] I went for a bit of Samba Jazz.

[Andrew:] Exactly. It's a bit 1like Jaco Pastorius, that kind of bass player, had
that feeling. There's a reference for all of our viewers to go and find out now
and get get used to some high quality music! Not that anybody else likes jazz.
Anyway, it's great to see you all. Just so that the viewers understand, we've
got various faces joining us today for different parts of the service. Karen is
going to be bringing your reading but also something that's, you know, a
prophetic word to help us. And Michelle and Denise and Lindsey are going to help
us with the discussion as part of today's service. So we will see you guys
later. and we'll begin just with me. We'll see you later in a bit guys and we’ll
begin just with me. Okay?

Okay. So, today is another opportunity to be reviewing this core theme to do
with the Bible itself, but there will be some notices to do before we dive into
today's service. As usual, there are some children's activities that Denise has
kindly put together and emailed out, so if there's anything you want for younger
members of families and middle-aged younger families that's all there.

I also wanted to just raise a point to do with, as we move towards Christmas. As
you will be very aware, planning for Christmas is going to be different this
year. The likelihood of us gathering in any large numbers is impossible. But I
did want to encourage the church to think carefully about how you can celebrate
Christmas in two particular ways. The first way is how can you as a household,
or in your own home, celebrate Christmas or even celebrate the season of
Christmas? There may be some resources that we give you for that. But I wanted
to not miss the moment to do something, perhaps, different and deeper in a
household sense with Christmas: the second thing is to do with how you might do



something with your immediate neighbours. Just as a kind of a flavour for that,
Lindsey and I were talking to some folks we know on Clarke's Avenue here, and
we're beginning to cook up the idea of playing some carols, and everyone coming
on their driveway and doing mulled wine and mince pies, socially distanced but
doing something with our neighbours, as a way of saying, even though Christmas
is different, there's some things that we can do that might even be more
personal, more interesting. So that's two areas to have a think about how you do
Christmas as a household, and how maybe you could do something with your street.

This evening at 6pm is another thing I'd like you to keenly invite you to. It's
an Agape meal, so it will be a service that has some normal ingredients, but
we're going to be remembering Jesus with bread and wine again like we've done
before. not formal communion, not consecrated bread and wine, but it's an
opportunity for people to sit in, and bring your own wine, bring your own bread,
and we will remember what Jesus has done for us. So if you'd like to join us at
6pm on this channel.

Now a final notice, and it's to do with Nessa Kirby. We've got a slide to show,

“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path’

Psalm 119 v 105

Nessa Kerby

Nessa is retiring from her many years of leading the
children’s Early Years Group for Sunday @ 10am WR. She
has faithfully shared God’s love and the light of Christ !
through her care for our younger children and sharing the &= —
precious stories and themes of the Bible.

The picture shows Nessa receiving a card with messages
from our 2020 COGS (Children of God on Sundays)
Families and pictures from our Early Years Group. The
messages include:

Thank you so much for all you work, smiles and kindness at Sunday School.
Our family has loved learning from you and we remember you fondly.

Thank you so much Nessa for your warmth and kindness over the years.
You put both my girls at ease in children's church and helped them and me
quickly feel a part of the family at St John’s. Lots and lots of love.

We met you on our first visit to St John's. Your lovely, gentle and friendly manner
made such an impression of us and our two very little boys; that it really helped us
to make a decision to settle at St John's. We really appreciate all that you have
done in Sunday School over the years. You have been such a blessing on these
young hearts."

| . S
just as a way of thanking Nessa Kirby, dear old Nessa, who is stepping down
finally after many years from serving the children's work at Warwick Road 10 am,
she's so loved, and the children absolutely adore her and so we just wanted to
say publicly a very big thank-you to you, Nessa, for all that you have done. We
highly value all that you've inputted into many, many children's lives. So thank
you Nessa and God bless you, as maybe you do different things for God at this
time, so thank you Nessa.

Psalm 119:9-16

So let's just pause for a moment, and we will begin to focus on God. Let's focus
on God now. Maybe close your eyes for a moment, and we'll have just a moment of
stillness.

9 How can a young person stay on the path of purity? ¢ By living according to your word.
10 I seek you with all my heart; ¢ do not let me stray from your commands.

11 I have hidden your word in my heart ¢ that I might not sin against you.

12 Praise be to you, LORD; ¢ teach me your decrees.



13 With my lips I recount ¢ all the laws that come from your mouth.
14 I rejoice in following your statutes 4 as one rejoices in great riches.
15 I meditate on your precepts ¢ and consider your ways.

16 I delight in your decrees; ¢ I will not neglect your word.

Just have a moment of quiet and just reflect again on the richness and benefits
of God's Word to you in the Bible.

We thank You, Father, for the Scriptures. We thank You, Father, for the
breadth and depth and wonderful extent of Your light and 1life captured in
these many words. Would You help us this morning, Lord, to have an even more
open heart towards the Scriptures, so that we can enjoy and grow and be
changed by Your 1living Word. Amen.

What the Bible Means to Me

We're going to have a short video now from Simone, sharing her views of
Scripture. And then we're going to flow into a couple of songs to praise God. So
let's do that now.

[Simone Royle:]

The thing I love about the Bible is the scale of it, that you have everything,
the beginning of everything, 1like the universe, and more. And then you have God,
for some crazy reason, making us in His own image, and the scale of that
permeates throughout the whole Bible. We have human beings whose lives could
seem so ordinary and boring, but then God's working in their 1life so they become
wild adventures full of hope, and when I read the Bible and those stories mirror
up in my own life, and I see how my 1life begins to become the same adventure
full of hope. And the Word of God that I'm reading gives me hope because it is
alive. And I love that when I read a Scripture in the morning, even though I
forget most things in my 1ife, that Scripture stays with me at least for the
day. And in that single day, it is such an encouragement and it transforms so
often the day and my perception of it in itself. I love it because it's alive.

1%* Song: My Lighthouse

1. In my wrestling and in my doubts, 3. I won't fear what tomorrow brings,
In my failures You won't walk out. With each morning I'll rise and sing.
Your great love will lead me through; My God's love will lead me through;
You are the peace in my troubled sea, You are the peace in my troubled sea,
You are the peace in my troubled sea. You are the peace in my troubled sea.
2. In the silence, You won't let go, Chorus

In the questions, Your truth will hold.
Your great love will lead me through;
You are the peace in my troubled sea,
You are the peace in my troubled sea

Bridge:
Fire before us, You're the brightest,
You will lead us through the storms.
Repeat Bridge 3 times
Chorus:
My Lighthouse, my lighthouse, Chorus
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You;
My Lighthouse, my Lighthouse,
[ will trust the promise,
You will carry me safe to shore,
Safe to shore, safe to shore, safe to shore.




2" Song: Living Hope

1. How great the chasm that lay between us,

How high the mountain I could not climb.
In desperation, I turned to heaven
And spoke Your name into the night.

. Then through the darkness, Your loving-
kindness

Tore through the shadows of my soul.

The work is finished, the end is written:

Jesus Christ, my living hope.

Chorus:

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free!
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me!
You have broken every chain,

There's salvation in Your name,

Jesus Christ, my living hope

. Then came the morning that sealed the

promise,
Your buried body began to breathe.

Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion

3. Who could imagine so great a mercy? ¢
Declared the grave has no claim on me.

What heart could fathom such boundless
grace? Repeat verse 5
The God of ages stepped down from glory

i Jesus, Yours is the victory!
To wear my sin and bear my shame.

) Chorus x 2

4. The Cross has spoken, I am forgiven,
The King of kings calls me His own.
Beautiful Saviour, I'm Yours forever,
Jesus Christ, my living hope

Introductory prophetic thought
[Karen Mills:]
Good morning everybody.

What heart could fathom such grace? I do thank You Father God, that wherever
we are this morning and however we feel, Your grace is upon our lives.

It's lovely to be with you this morning. And I wonder how you all are? And I
expect like me, you've had some ups and some downs. Well, I have to confess that
recently I've been on a bit of a downer. And I was out on my bicycle, and God
quite often speaks to me whenever I'm on my bicycle and I say to God, “Why do I
feel as if I'm just walking through treacle all the time?” And He showed me this
picture, which is probably for me, but I felt that it might speak to some of you
as well, so I hope it's helpful. And so God showed me this picture of a tree in
the desert, and I could see the roots of the tree, they were really shallow, and
they were spreading out as far as they could, in order to find water, but of
course in the desert there's no water, really. And God said to me, don't grow
these shallow roots. Concentrate on this root here, and He showed me a really
thick root, that was going straight down under the tree, and it was going right
down into some really deep water. And He said, this is the root that will
sustain you. This is the root that goes deep into the living water. The shallow
roots are the things that we do, I don't know, it might be your box set, or it
might even be good things, but they're not God's best thing for you. So, just
maybe we get distracted sometimes and we look for solutions where perhaps there
aren't any. And God said, “Grow your root, your taproot deep into the 1living
water.” So I hope that's helpful for you. And I'1ll just pray now.

Father God, thank You that You are there. Thank You that You are to be
found. Thank You that You do sustain us and grow us. And thank You that if
we grow this deep, strong root into Your living water, into Your Word, then
when the storm comes, we will not be blown over. Amen.



Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14-17 [NKJV]

[In the New King James Version, italicised words are not in the original Greek]

14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from
whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.

Amen.

Discussion

[Note: this is not an absolutely word-for-word transcription, in that some filler words
like ‘1like’, ‘kind of’ & ‘sort of’ are removed, repeated words or phrases are removed
when they are caused by hesitation, and any phrases that are subsequently corrected are
also removed. Where “...” appears, that means the train of thought was interrupted, not
that any text has been removed unless the three dots appear in brackets, like: [..].

The discussion is based around some questions that Andrew poses that are marked in bold]

[Andrew: ]

Amen. Thank you, Karen. Thank you for your prophetic word and thank you for
reading Scripture to us. It's now an opportunity to to join in with something
that has been happening for quite some time on Wednesdays. I was talking with
Michelle and Denise about this earlier this week, about how I could do this
particular Sunday and it kind of came to us, why don't we just do a discussion
like we've done on Wednesdays? The Wednesday pattern has been exploring
particular pieces of Scripture and following a book, and just discussing things.
And that seems to have been a benefit to a number of people who are watching
either live or later. And it just seemed appropriate to do it this Sunday. So
thank you, guys, for joining in. Thank you, Lindsey too, who sits on all of that
as well.

I've put some questions before these guys just to help us explore a particular
theme this morning and I'm just going to set the scene briefly first. One of the
things that has been most persuasive to me about the miraculous nature, if you
like, of the Scriptures, is what you would call its coherence, the fact that it
holds together in such a beautiful, complete way. You can look at the Bible and
think, well, this was written over thousands of years by multiple different
authors, and yet they seem to be things that run all the way through it that
make clear sense from beginning to end, its different genres, its different ways
of communicating, but I just wanted to have some questions with these guys just
to discuss what it is that resonates with them about the Bible.

So let me put this first question to you guys, and do chip in whenever you feel
ready. What do you guys personally most love about the Bible, what do you love
about it?

[Michelle:] This is where we all just sit there and go, “you go first,” “No, you
go”, “No, you go first!”

[Denise:] You just said quite a lot about it about, how it's coherent and it all
sticks together, even though it's written by lots of different people over
thousands of different years, and I was thinking of, no matter how old you are,
there's always something there for you that's going to help you in your 1life
that applies to you. And no matter how many times I read it, there's always



something that I will notice that is applicable to me, maybe that is new to me,
and it gives me hope. And there's always something that will catch my attention
and lead me off onto some sort of interconnected thing all the way through my
Thompson chain reference Bible, so I'm off. And St. Augustine said that “The new
is in the old concealed, the old is in the new revealed,” or whatever it is. So,
the 0ld Testament...

[Michelle:] Say that again slowly?

[Denise:] The new in the old concealed...
[Michelle:] the new in the old concealed?
[Denise:] Yes, and the old is in the new revealed.
[Michelle:] Nice.

[Andrew:] Very good.

[Denise:] So they're interconnected, and so the 0ld Testament isn't separate
from the New Testament, it all melds together. So for example, yesterday I was
reading in Ezekiel, about the Temple and the dimensions of the Temple!, and how
God wants to meet with His people, and then also in 1 Peter about “We are the
Temple?”. So there's all themes 1like that you can read in it, that makes the
whole thing makes sense. And you said earlier, when we were chatting, that it's
rich, full, wonderful, coherent and makes sense, and Simone said it's 1living and
active so it's...

[Andrew:] Ah yes,
[Denise:] [...] as well.
[Andrew:] Fantastic, wonderful. What about you, Michelle?

[Michelle:] Well you see, I've got a little, what's the word, prop to help with
mine. So I've got this thing which is called the Infographic Bible®. I love the
Infographic Bible, mainly because it's pictures, yes Denise has got it too. And
the Infographic Bible is P

brilliant because it
shows like all the
different connection
points, so I mean it's
got loads and loads of
stuff, it just basically
shows the Bible in
pictures but making it
make sense. So, this
picture here (You
probably can't see it
because it's just lots
and lots of arches) but
what it actually is,
that you've got all the
prophecies about Jesus
in the 0ld Testament
here, and then it shows
you where in the New Testament each of those prophecies is fulfilled.

[Andrew:] Wow.

[Lindsey:] Wow.

[Michelle:] It's just amazing. I don't know how many prophecies are about Him
and I won't read it [out loud], but I just love that it references it exactly, but
that's just a picture of what the Bible says, like, so, I love that so much of,
like, that it's just, it's complete, like it was written, like you said, it was
written over thousands of years, so this person who was writing back in, I don't
know, Moses' day or whatever else, he didn't have any idea that what he wrote

|
All Prophecies about Jesus. |
ol thgna promised i tre i B Aled in the Haw

1 Ezekiel chapter 40 onwards
2 1 Peter 2:5; see also 1 Corinthians 6:19
3 https://www.theinfographicbible.com/ - picture taken from that website.


https://www.theinfographicbible.com/

was going to be completely fulfilled in the New Testament, in the time when
Jesus was there. It's like, ...

[Andrew:] It is.

[Michelle:] It is, it's ridiculous, 1like how can that - well, yes.

[Andrew:] Absolutely, but for me... Any thoughts, Lindsey? Like what do you love
about it?

[Lindsey:] Well, I have to be honest I've been a Christian for a long, long time
and I have...

[Michelle:] Not that long Lindsey, because you're not that old, lovely!
[Lindsey:] [laughs] Thank you, Michelle. I think for me, for such a long time, I
had such a sense of relationship with Jesus. But my knowledge of the Bible was
quite small, I think. I like to read it, but having teenagers, I think, who
would challenge me on lots of things, I think I really have to be honest, they
came up with so many good things, “I actually don't know the answer to that.”
And so I had to do a lot more digging deeper. It's interesting that Karen was
talking about the roots, about pushing roots out on the surface, I think that's
what I was doing a lot of the time, my insecurity was, I was a bit insecure and
the taproot going down and I felt God say to me once, “You need to dig deeper,”
and the other word I had from a friend of mine was “Your Word is a lamp to my
feet, and the light to my path,” forgotten where that is now.

[Denise:] It's Psalm 119:105.

[Lindsey:] Thank you very much.

[Andrew:] It's great to have to Denise on.

[Lindsey:] It is Psalm 119 and I felt that it was God was inviting me into
going, “If you really want to know what I'm like, if you want to know and have
your faith deepened, and you want to feel more secure, you need to dig deeper,”
and I think it was an invitation to go deeper with the Bible, and that's what
I've done for the last few years. And even if I'm struggling sometimes I'll go
and read stuff, but then I get into “Ooh, what does He mean by that?” And “What
does that mean?” And I start doing research. So rather than just accepting what
people say, or even struggling with a verse and then, “Well, culturally, we
struggle with that now,” but actually it is God's Word, what is it saying? And
being more open to listening to what God is saying. So I've really begun to
really love the Bible, and as if it's come alive, I think.

[Michelle:] I've been there - isn't it? Like it's 1life-giving.

[Lindsey:] Yes,

[Michelle:] It's not like it's just a book that you just read and then it goes
over your head. There's something that genuinely energises me when I'm really
digging into Scripture and doing Bible study, and I think to be fair, it's only
really a recent thing, over probably the last 8-10 months or whatever, where
I've really stood - no, make a bit longer than that, probably since we started
doing Bible study. When was that, Andrew?

[Andrew:] I don't know, but I think it is worth mentioning, there was you and I,
when I was trying to give some input for you into how to get into Scripture
better, but since lockdown, when we've been doing this online, it has become a
kind of a touchstone, a point of going, “Right, let's concentrate,” and the
interaction around the Word is energising, it does give you a kind of an oompf
to what your life is all about. It's really good.

[Lindsey:] I think I think it's important that sometimes [when] you're thinking,
“0h, not another Bible study,” in the past when I was growing up, I think I've
realised that actually true Bible study should actually affect how you live and
doing it together in a way where we're honest about it as well, is life-giving.
We're meant to do it together, I think. I think you can study it on your own,
but when you come together, you get a variety of the way God has put it
together, and you sort of think, “Ah, I didn't see it like that!”



[Andrew:] So...

[Denise:] I'd like to share a book, this book, The
Bible From Scratch by Simon Jenkins, so if you
don't know how the Bible holds together. It's for
children, but it just does a sort of rush, quick
run, through every book. It’s about how it holds
together. There's bits about poetry and prophecy
and all that sort of stuff in it as well. So, if
you don't really don't know where to start, then
this book is brilliant! I bought it for one of my
children I think, but I've got copies as well.

[Andrew:] Wonderful. Really good. And, I mean, the

enthusiasm that sustains for years is just a joy to
see, but with regards to the challenges of reading

the Bible, I did want to ask another question. What
do you find hard about reading the Bible, guys? What are the hard things that
you come across when you're dealing with Scripture?

[Denise:] Doing what it says.

[ laughter]

[Andrew:] That's not to do with understanding, that's to do with obeying what
you understand. I like that.

[Michelle:] Maybe we need to pray about that, Denise!

[ laughter]

[Andrew:] What about you, Michelle? What do you find hard about it?

[Michelle:] It can be really wordy at times, can't it? Like, you know, when
we've been doing Bible study online and you'd read it through and you just like,
“What?!” It just seems like a jumble of words that don't make sense and that
they, they shouldn't be together in an English sentence. It just can be really
wordy and some of it can be quite [tentatively] boring?

[Andrew:] Ah yes, we'll come to that

[Michelle:] Like the genealogy bits.

[Andrew:] You're right! Some bits are not kind-of novels. [laughs]

[Denise:] Genealogy bits, but then you can find bits in the genealogy, like I
was reading Ruth the other day and I've been doing it with [a house group] but
then you can find there's Boaz and then it gives a little bit of his backstory.
And then if you go into Matthew 1, the genealogy in there, then you find out
that his mum was Rahab. So that's a genealogy but it goes “Oh! So that then
links back to Joshua and the fall and the battle of Jericho and all that stuff,”
so there are things in the genealogies that make you interested in the people.

[Michelle:] Yes, but it only works for you because you retain so much useless
information.

[Andrew:] [laughs] Well, to some extent, though, you see, that's through

sheer exposure over a lot of time when you see those, you know in your
[Infographic] book those loops - but you're right, I think on the first encounter,
when you read Levitical laws or Numbers you kind-of go “What!!” because it feels
so foreign to me.

[Lindsey:] I've tried to read... I don't think I've read Leviticus for a very,
very long time. There might be a reason for that but I thought it's actually
really good that I do, because in order to understand some of the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus is referring back to Leviticus actually and think, “0Oh, there is a
bit in here,” I have to say it goes on and I've gone, about what you have to do,
like, sacrificing this, that and the other if you've done this, that and the
other, and you know what? I thought, “Praise God that Jesus has done it all.”

[Andrew:] [laughs] Yes, I think just as a personal response, what's hard about
it, there's some obvious things for me. It was written by people who came from a
different culture who spoke a different language, a long time ago. So there is



an element of an obvious chasm between who we are and who they were, so it feels
foreign. And that means you have to do some work to get into what Paul's head
was like or what the Gospel authors thought, or how a Moses or a Joshua would
have lived as tribal people so it's not easy.

[Michelle:] I think I forget that actually it wasn't written in English in the
first place. I think that's what it probably comes down to. This is a
translation, isn't it, it's the translation out of Hebrew and Greek, so that
makes sense, I guess, logically, that we have to get our heads around a bit more
because the English language is rubbish as well: we have one word for love.
[laughs] But how rubbish is that?

[Andrew:] and yet the richness of Hebrew and Greek goes far further, wider but
it requires effort to get there.

[Andrew:] Anything else Denise from you on that one?

[Denise:] It has pretty much covered what I wrote down, which just is, obeying
what it says and what it says, some of the time. Yes, that's what God saying,
but putting into practice is sometimes hard, especially if it means having to
have an awkward conversation or confront something.

[Andrew:] I think that's fair.

[Lindsey:] There's a bit that Mark Twain once said. He says, it's “It’s not
those parts of the Bible that I can't understand that bother me, it is the parts
that I do understand that I have a problem with.” In other words, it's easy to
go “Well, you know, we can't really understand it,” but actually sometimes it's
the bits that are very straightforward to understand, like, I don't know, loving
your enemies or forgiving people.

[Andrew:] Yes.

[Lindsey:] There's bits that are actually straightforward but hard to do.
[Andrew:] I think that's fair.

Let's move on then. Which are the bigger themes, those kind of overarching
themes that seem important to you across the Bible? What kind of things come to
mind when we talk about big themes?

[Denise:] Isn't it that everything leads to Jesus?

[Andrew:] Okay?

[Denise:] And then there's this long list, justice, mercy, love, forgiveness,
salvation, redemption, life.

[Andrew:] So, themes that point and swoop all the way towards Jesus and those
fairly complicated words that you just mentioned then, vyes.

[Andrew:] Michelle?

[Michelle:] And, yes, can I just do, “What she said?” Because I love the way
that the Bible (like the Old Testament) always points to Jesus, and I love the
way that the themes of justice and love and mercy all run throughout it all.
Although, I think that you need to understand the 0ld Testament view of justice
to understand why Jesus was important, and you need to understand the theme of
love and why Jesus is important within that.

[Andrew:] OK. It was interesting when I recently did a talk, I think it's a
couple of months back, maybe more, for the 6pm service and it talked about, was
it Covenant, Kingdom and Temple?

[Michelle:] That was ages ago, but yes.

[Andrew:] Yonks ago, and I got some feedback from that, where someone was saying
that they hadn't realised that the Temple thing went all the way from the
beginning. So Genesis with the Garden of Eden is described in Temple language,
and the Temple or the Tabernacle is decorated to look like a garden. And so you
start to see connections from the beginning, through to the story of redemption
that's got this Temple theme, and then you get the actual Solomon Temple. Then
you get Jesus being the Temple, then like you said earlier, us being the Temple.
It all has a coherence to it that makes sense.
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[Michelle:] Well I don't need to go back and watch that. But haha it's on
YouTube so we can!

[Andrew:] It's down below [on the YouTube web page] everybody, you can just listen
to that and recover that.

[Denise:] So you can do a Bible study on a theme, and you can get things from
all over the Bible about that particular theme, so, for example, there's a new
series by (am I allowed to say his name? What’s that guy's name? Rob, whatever
his name was). But he did one on trees, so the same sort of thing, there's a
tree in the garden of Eden?*, there's a Tree of Life in Revelation® and then we
can be planted like trees by a river and all that sort of stuff in Psalm 1, so
it's all things 1like that, so you can use themes all the way through, and the
overarching themes can point something out, so ‘tree’ points to life and water
going down taproots and all that, like, Karen was saying earlier, so it all
links together.

[Andrew:] I think that's good. Are there any particular passages or themes that
that come to mind then? I mean I could just reel off loads but are there
different parts of Scripture that you think particularly link well together in
your understanding of how to read the whole thing? Anything that comes to mind?

[Lindsey:] Well, one of my favourite things which I spoke on, it might just be
the thing I quite like and I don't think it might be smart and I don't know how
at this point, is looking at Song of Songs which is a bit of a strange book in
the Bible, it doesn't quite link to anything else apart from, it's meant to be a
sort of an amazing thing about a marriage or a relationship, a covenant
relationship which is the bride and the bridegroom. And I see that as a big
theme right from the beginning in, right from Genesis, this idea of God creating
man in His own image, and this covenant idea of the man and the woman becoming
one flesh in Genesis, and it's a symbol, a mystery that God is with His people,
or the Church, and that whole thing is just beautiful. It links with love, and
God's love for us is committed, it's faithful and all that sort of thing.

[Andrew:] Very good, very good. Anything from you guys?

[Denise:] One thing I quite like that I get quite het up about, well not het up
about, but it is that when God gave the Israelites the Ten Commandments, there
were two tablets they were written on. So it's like a contract, two copies of
the same thing. And He left His copy with man because He wants to live with man,
so it was in the Ark of the Covenant, and then you get in John chapter 1, “the
Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us,” so He's dwelling with us. So
it's Temple/Tabernacle, that sort of thing again, and then Revelation [21], and
“look, God's dwelling place is with man, and He will they will be His people,” ©
so there's God's presence is another thing, and then the burning bush, ‘I am’,
the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, that sort of thing. And then Jesus uses, ‘I
am’ all the way through the book of John. So the great ‘I am’ is Jesus and then
there's lots of things about shepherds and sheep, and vineyards and vines and
all that sort of thing which can teach you things. So His parables were “Oh,
that's a nice story,” if you're quite young to the faith, or you can read
things, great truths in there that, as Lindsey was saying earlier, apply to your
life, and there's stuff about buildings because He was a tekton [TékTwv], a
builder, so there's lots of stuff about the cornerstone, the wise man and the
foolish man, and all those sorts of things.

[Andrew:] I think that's great. It's really good. I've got this feeling in my
bones that I need to reread Exodus again. And I can remember a few years ago
realising that the Gospel accounts of Jesus' active ministry are a retelling of
Exodus, where He is setting people free, like Moses set the Israelites free from

4  Genesis 2 [see also Ezekiel 31]
5 Revelation 22:2 [see also Ezekiel 47]
6 Revelation 21:3
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Egypt, and again and again and again, the kind of the background messages, God
rescues, God rescues, God rescues all the way through, right the way through to
Jesus dying and rising to rescue. And so all of the old Exodus metaphor suddenly
comes alive in one-to-one situations when Jesus is dealing with people. So folks
watching us on screen now, you know God doesn't only rescue Israel, He rescues
us, and that's through Jesus, so that link is so beautiful: Exodus pointing to
Jesus again.

[Andrew:] Which particular genres do you most struggle with? Because the genres
of the Bible include narrative, where it's just a story, poetry, or maybe law
books or wisdom books or just the discourse like the teaching, which genres do
you think you struggle with the most?

[Denise:] Okay, probably apocalyptic stuff, because I have no idea what I'm
talking about half the time.

[Andrew:] What do you mean by apocalyptic, Denise?

[Denise:] Things about the end when God's going to bring everything back to how
it should be sort of thing, so I suppose things to do with the end of time, and
Ezekiel is weird, so, back to him again, talking about things with wheels on the
bottoms of them and is that a helicopter? And all that sort of thing. You've no
idea what that's all about [laughter]. And so there's that, but you've just got
to trust God with that. And wisdom, I suppose, is is sort of 1like poetry, but
it's not quite like poetry. So wisdom and apocalyptic.

[Andrew:] Okay.

[Andrew:] Michelle, what do you think?
[Michelle:] I'm not sure there is a particular genre that I struggle with other
than the 1lists of people that seem to go on forever.

[Michelle:] I think for me it's more that I haven't read it all.

[Andrew:] Okay.

[Michelle:] It's 1like sometimes people talk about stuff and I'm like, “I have no
idea,” because I don't know that I've ever read Revelation the entire way
through. There's probably numerous books I've never read all the way through.
And so, yes, I got asked by one of my young people a little while ago, “What's
your favourite book of Bible?” and I'm like, “I don't know that there's an
honest answer to that because I have never read the entire Bible the entire way
through.”

[Denise:] You need to do the Bible in One Year [phone app]’

[Michelle:] I know, I keep trying to do that and then I never get all the way

through. I think I made it to March or April this year. So, I mean, I made it

further than I've made it in previous years, usually I don't even make it past
like the first month, so I made it but...

[Denise:] Get the app to read it to you, that's easier.

[Michelle:] Yes, but then I just fall asleep!

[Denise:] Do it in the car or whatever.

[Michelle:] I don't do it regularly enough to do that though, do I, especially
at the minute: we're locked down and I don't have to go anywhere.

[Denise:] Do it in the bath then!

[Andrew:] Lindsey, what do you think?

[Lindsey:] 1I'm just wondering, I appreciate everybody goes, “You need to read
the Bible in a year,” but I do wonder whether as Westerners, is it how the Bible
is meant to be read? I mean, initially in Jewish times the Scriptures were read
out loud in synagogues. We are all now into reading it in our own homes. That's
very, very recent. People didn't have copies. I mean, even in the early church
they didn't have a copy of the Bible, it was a much more oral tradition, I mean
there was a big thing in the 0ld Testament of eating, isn't it, eating the
Scriptures?

[Denise:] The food, isn't it~

7  http://www.bibleinoneyear.org/
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[Lindsey:] The idea that this is meant to feed you. One of the issues can be
with just this idea of “I've just got to go through it because I've been told
to,” it's one thing is reading it, but actually the other thing is digesting it,
and it's working out how do we actually read Scriptures together, that makes it
digestible.

[Michelle:] But that's why I find our Bible study so useful, because then I
don't just read it and skim-read it and don't necessarily actually engage with
it properly. Only with our Bible studies, I get to actually dig into it, and
it's... I get something out of it, 1like it, that is 1life-giving.

[Andrew:] Okay,

[Denise:] You need to be careful that we don't make it legally stick, you've got
to do this quiet time every day. You should want to engage with the Word. I
suppose what Lindsey was saying is true, that it was an oral tradition, but then
Jewish families, they did the Passover Seder and all that sort of thing. So
every time they sat down, it was, “Why are we doing it this way particularly?”
and then they talked through why they're doing it. And then, and as you were
saying, people didn't read. Lots of people couldn't read. So you've got in old
churches stained glass windows telling you the story or, I don't know, different
ways of saying, it's a verse of Scripture over the window in our church, there’s
stained glass windows and the symbols that remind you, different bits about the
Bible. So I think it's important that we have reminders, like for example, we've
got one here. So, so there's something we did with the kids
once, on Valentine's Day, so you got that and then on the back
it's got, “God says, ‘I've never stopped loving you and I
never will. Expect love, love and more love’” Jeremiah 31:3
[The Message translation]: things like that to remind you, and
that's what Fiona was saying last week, wasn't it, stick it up
on the fridge door or whatever, to remind you, of little
things that God is trying to say to you. So it's not
necessarily great tomes of Leviticus you've got to read
through, it's just little bits sometimes.

[Andrew:] Okay, just to kind of bring a conclusion to our discussion then, I
didn't mention it in the in the list of questions, the issue of cross-
referencing. And this is something that kind of grows over time when you get
used to understanding how all of the bits of the Bible fit together. How used to
and how comfortable are you with cross-referencing now? Do you know how to do
that?

[Michelle:] Can you define what you mean by cross-
referencing?

[Andrew:] Yes, I think that's probably a fair point.
Cross-referencing is something you can often find in
probably bigger Bibles or study Bibles where you would
find a piece of Scripture but there will be a star or
a letter or a number, or maybe a mark that, like in
the margin where Denise is holding up there, and it
will give you a reference from somewhere else that's
relevant to the passage that you're currently reading.
What do you find helpful about cross-referencing,

guys?

[Denise:] It's the themes thing again I think. So, for example, in the
beginning, Genesis and the beginning of John, so it's a new start and trees and
gardens and all that sort of thing, but also it can take you down, “Oh there's
that word there: what does that mean?” and then you go off and use it. Before
you know where you are, you've spent an hour and a half, going from one thing to
another, and you've immersed yourself in Scripture without really realising it.

[Andrew:] Wonderful. I just wanted to kind of encourage all of our viewers to
understand there are ways and means of going further than you thought. I just
want to finish with one particular example that's so poignant, and I was looking
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back to Genesis 22, when Abraham is called by God to sacrifice his son Isaac,
and there's a particular passage that describes that and it says, “God said, ‘I
want you to take your son, your only son,’” and throughout that passage, all the
way through to Isaac being put on the pile of sticks, and he's not sacrificed in
the end, but all the way through He keeps saying, “your son, your only son.” And
when you look at the Hebrew version of what that word means, it's definitely
saying, “your only-begotten Son,” and you go all the way through to the New
Testament and you read the most famous verse in the Bible, “God so loved the
world that He gave His only Son.” And where did that happen? On the same
mountain that Abraham laid Isaac.

[Michelle:] Oh, was it?

[Andrew:] Absolutely, Yes.

[Michelle:] Oh, I didn't know that.

[Andrew:] And so you have God saying to Abraham, “I understand how this is going
to feel: your only son,” and Jesus Himself takes that word, and thankfully John
records it in his gospel and says, “only son - brackets (like Isaac).” Yes, so
so suddenly it just opens it up because you've cross-referenced, and the story
of Jesus' sacrifice means God goes further than Abraham. You know, it's
absolutely beautiful.

[Denise:] So there's something you said there about ‘in the Hebrew’, so it's
quite important I think - though I'm not very good at it - knowing what the
original Greek said (Phil sewards) or the Hebrew and then there's, as Michelle was
saying, English doesn't really capture those words like agape [dydmn] for
example, and doing a little cross-reference for that particular word and see
where you get.

[Andrew:] Okay, well I think we need to finish there folks, so you can switch
the cameras off now, you can disappear again. Thank you for joining in with the
discussion, really, really helpful. And I'll see you guys later.

Prayerful response

So just in response to all of that, let's have a moment of quiet. You've heard
us yattering on for some time, I just wanted to have just a minute or two quiet,
maybe have a Bible in your lap or your phone Bible app near you. And can we just
be still, and just remember and reverence the gift of the Scriptures. Let's be
quiet.

Holy Spirit, do speak to us about Your Word.

I just want to pray that God would kindle in our hearts again an appetite,
an appetite to learn from the Word He has given.

Again, just in a moment of quiet, allow God to reprogram, to reconfigure your
desires to want to read and to share and to grow and to study in the Scriptures.

Come Holy Spirit.

I also want to pray, Lord, that you would set before us as individuals, and
possibly in twos and threes in groups, an adventure with the Bible. Would
you now, Lord, begin to bring to mind perhaps a particular book or letter or
passage of the Old Testament to begin with. Would you help us, Lord, to
start an adventure, if we're not already on one, to start an adventure
somewhere in your Bible. Bring some Scripture to mind that you would like us
to dwell on and to begin studying.

And so, Lord, would you remove from us unnecessary guilt about how we may
have struggled with the Bible and simply draw us now into a healthy pattern
of reading, of sharing, of learning. Lord, blow the dust off our Bibles and
help us to grow with your 1living Word. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
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Further prayers

Rather than the usual intercessions today, I just wanted to create a little bit
of space for a different kind of prayer before we finish our service. I'm aware
that the theme of COVID, winter and flu and things like that inevitably bring
the subject of sickness to bear on all of our lives. I wanted to create just a
minute or so of praying for healing. So can you just have a think, those of you
who are watching. Is there any sickness, anything that you are carrying, or
someone near and dear to you is carrying, that you would like Jesus to heal?
Just have a moment to think about what needs healing at this time.

And can I encourage you now, by faith, to bring your particular sickness or
trouble or need to God, and I'm going to pray for the healing power of God to
rest on you. “When Jesus saw the crowds, He saw them, and His heart went out to
them full of compassion because they were like sheep without a shepherd,”® and
time and again Jesus stretched out His hand, and healed the sick.

And so, in His Name now, in His Name, I pray, Holy Spirit, for healing for
those who are presently sick.

Name someone now in the Name of Jesus, if it's not you who you want healing for.

In the Name of Jesus, we pronounce healing, we ask for healing to flow in
the Name of Jesus.

Lord, we pray for skin conditions. We pray for colds. We pray for broken
bones. We pray for serious illness like cancer. In the Name of Jesus be made
well.

Come Holy Spirit.

And I just want to pray, Lord, that You would encourage us through today and
this week to seek You for Your healing power to help us even beyond what
modern science can do, in Jesus' Holy Name. Amen.

Blessing

Okay. I think we're pretty much close to the end of today's service. Thank you
very much for listening. Let me finish with a word of blessing and then we'll
have a final song to end with.

Lord Jesus, we appreciate the gift of the Bible, and the blessing it is to
us. Would You bless us now as Your people, for all who are watching for
these next days, for those who are working, for those who are at school,
whether our days are full of happiness or challenge, bless us, Lord, with
Your presence,

in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

So we'll finish there. And we'll finish with the song. God bless you.
3" Song: The Blessing

1. The Lord bless you Repeat verse 1
And keep you

Make his face shine upon you Chorus:

And be gracious to you ﬁggg
The Lord turn His face towards you
Amen

And give you peace

8 Matthew 9:36 — no particular translation
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Repeat chorus Bridge 2:

May His presence go before you
And behind you, and beside you
Chorus x 2 All around you

Bridge 1: And within you

. He is with
May His favour be upon you ¢ }S W} you
. He is with you
And a thousand generations

Repeat verse 1

And your family Bridge 3:

And your children In the morning, in the evening
And their children In your coming, and your going
And their children In your weeping

And rejoicing
He is for you
He is for you

Repeat Bridge 1

He is for you
He is for you
He is for you
He is for you

Amen
Amen
Amen

Amen
Amen
Amen

[Note: the UK Blessing video (37 May 2020) is still available at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUt113mNj5U ]

[Transcribed by Hamish Blair with help from https://otter.ai]
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